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Just a reminder, we
offer a wide range of
services including
group classes and
home appointments!

We work with clients
on issues such as ag-

gression,  destructive
behaviors, fears and
phobias, pets that

don’t get along, select-
ing and/or integrating
a new pet into your
household, new baby

appointments, leash
manners, litter box
problems, unruliness,

separation anxiety, and
much, much more!

What’s New From

Pet Behavior Solutions

A Letter from the President

Dear Friends,

Pet Behavior Solutions is
experiencing an amazing
period of change and
growth. In the summer of
2006, I accepted the posi-
tion of President and CEO
at the Arizona Animal Wel-
fare League (AAWL). Asa
result, Pet Behavior Solu-
tions became a division of
the AAWL. During this
time, I focused my efforts
on the administration of the
shelter. As you can imag-
ine, I had little to no time to
work with behavior clients!
In the summer of 2007,
Terri Asher, the Vice Presi-
dent of Pet Behavior Solu-
tions, welcomed her first
child, Julian, into her life!
It is an exciting time for
Terri and her husband, but
it was difficult for her loyal
following of clients during
her maternity leave.

In October of this year, I
made the decision to resign
from my position at the
AAWL and return to my
post as President of Pet Be-
havior Solutions. The time
spent as the leader of a
shelter was exciting and
challenging. 1 was sur-
rounded by some amazing
staff and volunteers that
passionately supported our
shared vision.

Shelters and rescue organi-
zations tend to focus on the
adoption of homeless ani-
mals as the key to reducing
the overwhelming euthana-
sia numbers in our commu-
nity. Unfortunately, with
the staggering number of
homeless animals, adoption
is just not enough! While
those looking to bring a pet
into their home should think
adoption first, I believe the
only way we can make a
more meaningful impact is
through education and out-
reach programs. To do this
we must actively serve the
broader community consist-
ing not only of the animals,
but people and other organi-
zations as well.

I am committed to making
an impact on the huge prob-
lem Maricopa County has
with homeless animals. As
a result, we are establishing
our own non-profit organi-
zation to help animals by
serving the humans.

In addition to the expert
behavior and training we
currently provide, we are
creating education and out-
reach programs for low in-
come families, modified
adoption programs for the
terminally ill, assistance for
domestic violence victims,
foster based behavior reha-
bilitation programs for ani-
mals awaiting adoption,

humane education, and
resource networking for
those in need. This is
truly an exciting time and
something that is so
needed in our community.
We are stronger when we
all work together and are
able to make more of an
impact. Please check our
website for updates on the
development of this non-
profit.

We are once again fully
staffed with the experts
needed to help you, your
clients, and your friends
with their cat and dog be-
havior and training needs.

We would love your ideas
and input while we de-
velop programs to serve
the community. I want to
personally thank you for
your continued support!

Sam Kabbel
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Staff

Sam Kabbel, CPDT
President

Terri Asher, CPDT,
M.A.
Vice President

Marsha Kabat
Manager

Monica Fonseca
Training and Behavior
Consultant

Phill Peters
Training and Behavior
Consultant

Kelly Bernier-Smith
Instructor

Karen Stovall
Instructor

Information

Office
602-324-8948

petbehaviorsolutions.com

Check out our resource
room online for educa-
tional articles!!

What's New From
Pet Behavior Solutions

New Temperament Assessment Tool

We have developed a new
evaluation procedure called
the "Core Behavior Assess-
ment'™". This procedure is
used for both dogs and cats.
The Core Behavior Assess-
ment™ utilizes a new ap-
proach that changes how the
results of an evaluation are
interpreted.

Traditional evaluations are

modular, meaning they
evaluate each aspect of an
animal's behavior sepa-

rately. The Core Behavior

Assessment™  transforms
an evaluation into an inte-
grative procedure that
focuses on emerging pat-
terns of behavior and their
relation to how the animal
handles conflict.

Evaluations are not just
about the individual be-
havior; they are about
what that behavior repre-
sents and how that may
play out in a home
environment. By looking
at what these behaviors

Statistics

represent, we are better
able to understand animals,
make more appropriate
decisions and recommen-
dations, and create treat-
ment programs that meet
the individual needs of the
animal.

This assessment tool is in
use at the Arizona Humane
Society, Maricopa County
Animal Care and Control,
the Arizona Animal Wel-
fare League and the Sec-
ond Chance Center for
Animals.

This information was compiled from eight animal welfare organizations in Mari-

copa County for 2006:

e Number of animals taken in by shelters 103,000
o Number of animals euthanized in shelters 55,000

The top 2 reasons animals are surrendered to shelters are moving and behavior.
18% of owned dogs were obtained from an animal shelter

16% of owned cats were obtained from an animal shelter

The Welfare of Dogs, The Welfare of Cats

96% of dogs surrendered to shelters have not received any obedience training.
34% of animals surrendered to shelters have been owned for less than one year.

44% of animals surrendered to shelters are between 5 months and 3 years of age.
National Council on Pet Population
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Guest Speaker

Did you know that Sam is available to speak at meetings
or events? Sam can speak on a variety of topics such as:
animal welfare issues, volunteer opportunities in working
with animals, in-depth study of body language for dogs or
cats, understanding temperaments of dogs or cats, social
behavior of dogs or cats, understanding pit bulls, separa-
tion anxiety, and many more.
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